AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

to review the intricate history of succeeding
years. But one thing is worthy of particular
note. When it became impossible to fit
the growing theocracies within the frame-
work of the existing state in England, the
more extreme Puritans left their homes before
the fall of episcopacy and the monarch to
seek across the seas that liberty they could
not find at home.

Two things stand out in my mind at this
time of our history, if I throw myself back
into that age and assume no knowledge of
subsequent events. One is the framing of the
Agreement on the Mayflower which was drawn
up on the eve of their landing in the New
World. This Agreement, signed by a hand-
ful of Puritan refugees, who had no thought
but to seek an asylum where they could live
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